Pathogenesis of portal hypertension.
Portal hypertension is defined by an elevation in portal pressure and is associated with haemodynamic alterations. Haemodynamic changes are characterized by a hyperdynamic circulation in the splanchnic and systemic territories and a reduced pressure effect of vasoconstrictive substances. They were observed in both patients and animals with different types of portal hypertension. In this review, the main results and their mechanisms of the splanchnic and systemic haemodynamic alterations in portal hypertension are discussed.